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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
4:00 pm December 24, 2024

MUSIC FOR GATHERING
“Pastoral Symphony,” from ‘Messiah" by G.F.

Handel
"Patapan", Burgundian Carol, arr. Lloyd Larson
"Sing We Now of Christmas/God Rest Ye Merry

Gentlemen", Traditional French Carols (arr.
Brant Adams)

“Bring a Torch” Jeannette Isabella (trad. French
carol, arr. Joel Raney)

CHIMES

ANTHEM “On This Day Everywhere” (Theodoric
Petri)

OPENINGWORDS by Shari Woodbury

WELCOME

LIGHTING THE CHALICE "I Will Light
Candles" by Howard Thurman

CAROL “Deck The Hall With
Boughs of Holly” (Welsh carol)
Deck the hall with boughs of holly,

fa la la la, la, la la la la.
'Tis the season to be jolly,

fa la la la la, la la la,la.
Don we now our gay apparel,

fa la la la la la, la la la.
Troll the ancient Yuletide carol,

fa la la la la, la la la la.

See the blazing Yule before us,
fa la la la la, la la la la.

Strike the harp and join the chorus,
fa la la la la, la la la la.

Follow me in merry measure,
fa la la la la la, la la la.

While I tell of Yuletide treasure,
fa la la la la, la la la la.

READING “Solstice: Litany for the Long
Darkness” by Atena O. Danner

ANTHEM “Solstice Song’ by Alouette Iselin,
arr. Peter Amidon

READING Luke 2:1-19

CAROL “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
(words: Edmund Hamilton Sears, music:
Richard Storrs Willis)

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth,
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, to all good will,
from heaven the news we bring."
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled;
and still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hovering wing;
and ever o'er its Babel sounds
the blessed angels sing.

But with the woes of war and strife
the world has suffered long;
beneath the angel-strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;
and we who fight the wars hear not
the love song which they bring.
O hush the noise of battle strife,
and hear the angels sing.

*Indicates an invitation to rise in body or spirit



And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing!

For, lo! the days are hastening on
by prophet bards foretold,
when with the ever-circling years
comes round the age of gold:
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

READING from the nineteenth sura of the
Qur’an (adapted by Sarah Conniver & Freda
Crane)

ANTHEM “Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head”
(arr. William P. Gordon)

HOMILY

OFFERING Offertory Music: “What Child Is This?”
(arr. Joel Raney)
When you text (518-333-9140), use the QR code or
go online (bit.ly/give2uusaratoga) to donate, please
be sure to select the appropriate
fund for your donation.
Any donation made to the Give
Away the Plate fund during
Christmas Eve benefits the
Minister’s Discretionary Fund.

LITANY “Blessings at Year’s End” by Howard
Thurman (adapted)
Refrain: We remember, and we will offer love

CANDLELIGHTING

HYMN “Dona Nobis”
Dona nobis pacem, pacem; dona nobis pacem.

CAROL “Silent Night,” (words: Joseph Mohr and
music: Franz Xaver Gruber)

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
‘round yon beautiful mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
child of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

PRAYER “Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem”
by Maya Angelou

CAROL “Angels We Have Heard On High”
Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er the plains
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

See him in a manger laid
whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while we raise our hearts in love.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

CAROL “Joy to the World”
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
let earth receive her king!
Let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! Now gladness reigns:
let hearts their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

CLOSINGWORDS “The Work of Christmas” by
Howard Thurman

PASSING OF THE PEACE
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Barbara Floeser, Worship Team
Judith Thomas, Music Director
Carol Ann Elze, Choir Director
Jolene Crowley, Flautist
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Decorate our new home for the winter holidays!
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